New ergonomics rules
affect most employers

by Douglas E. Lee

Brozovich joins EGBL

EGBL is pleased to announce that
William C. Brozovich has joined the firm
as an associate. Bill joins the Firm from
the Lee County State's Attorney’s Office,
where he during the past nine years han-
dled felony jury trials, DUIs, misde-
meanors and juvenile cases.

Bill is a 1989 graduate of the Loyola
University School of Law. He obtained
his bachelor of arts degree, majoring in
political science, in 1986 from Loyola
University. Before joining the State's Attorney's Office, Bill worked
in the law firm of Guerrini & Guerrini, P.C., in Marseilles, Ill., where
he concentrated his practice in real estate and estate planning mat-
ters.

At EGBL, Bill will have a general practice, including litigation,
criminal defense and real estate. Bill also will continue to prosecute
ordinance violations for the City of Dixon.

Until legislators or the courts step in, most U.S. employers
face extraordinary new safely rules that took effect Jan. 16, 2001.

These rules, the Ergonomics Standards issued by the federal
Occupational Safety and Health Administration, place unprece-
dented burdens on employers of all sizes. Accordingly, many
business groups already have announced their intention to chal-
lenge the rules in court. Until the rules are overturned or nar-
rowed, however, employers will remain bound by them.

In general, the rules concern musculoskeletal disorders
("MSDs") suffered by employees. These MSDs include injuries
such as carpal tunnel syndrome and low back pain. Unlike many
federal rules, the new ergonomics rules do not exempt employ-
ers with only a few employees. Rather, the only employers

exempted from the new rules are those in construction, mar-
itime and agriculture.

The first obligation of employers under the new rules is to
provide their employees with information about the new rules

Bill is a member of the Dixon Sunrise Lions Club, the Lee County
Sheriff's Reserves, the Knights of Columbus and the YWCA Big
Brothers-Big Sisters Advisory Board. Bill also is the adult advisor for
the Lee County Sheriff's Explorers and a member of St. Anne’s

Parish.
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m The truth ahout federal estate taxes

by Gary R. Gehlbach

Much has been written lately about the dreaded estate tax. In fact, in 1999 and
2000, Congress passed bills that would have abolished the tax. President Clinton,
however, vetoed both bills, and Congress had insufficient votes to override the vetoes.

Standard mileage rates........ 2

Employee interviews ............ 3 Presently only 1.9 percent of estates pays any federal estate tax. Of that 1.9 percent,

the vast majority pays litlle tax. With proper planning, a farming couple currently can

- . 4 leave up to $4.2 million in assets to its children or other family members without
E-mhail policies ...,

incurring any estate tax. For a non-farming couple, that amount is $1.35 million.
Moreover, under current law, the present $675,000 per-person applicable exclusion
In Print & At the Podium ...... 4 (the amount of a decedenl’s eslate generally excluded from consideration for estate
tax) will increase to $1 million by 2006.

4 In addition to the applicable exclusion, other provisions in the Internal Revenue

Deals & Decisions................. Code grant significant relief from eslale tax. Farming families, for example, often can
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